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Library Charters so renewed to be of equal authority with the originals; a fact of such importance, so clearly
ascertained, would alone suffice to lay a foundation for greater prolixity, and to demand as great a display of
learning, as falls to the lot even of the most learned men of the present age. It will be found also that, in some
instances, dates occur which are inconsistent with one ano ther, and with the names of the witnesses, who may
be proved to have died before the day, the mouth, or even the year when the Charter is dated; that the date of
the Indiction does not always agree with that of the Incarnation; and yet that this disagreement alone is not
sufficient to invalidate the authority of a Charter, if other circumstances contribute to establish it. Hasty scribes
have often miscalculated indictions; a remarkable instance occurs in the following sheets, by which it appears
that the scribe left a blank for the insertion of the Indiction on a future occasion, when he should be better
informed. (1) There are also in this volume instances of genuine original letters antedated a whole month by
their writers. (2) Reasons must therefore be assigned for objecting to the authenticity of documents from the
falsehood of their dates alone, since that alone is not always su?icient to invalidate their authenticity. - Thcre
are, no doubt, dates which alone invalidate the authority of any document however diligently forged. The
power of the Emperor Maximin was not equal to the task which he undertook, of passing for genuine the false
acts of...
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