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Indian music for the first time is apt to be perplexed by his novel experience. He may protest that It all sounds
alike, that They only have one tune, and in all seriousness finally ask, But is it music? Such honest reactions are
not uncommon among the uninitiated. They are normal human responses to the unfamiliar and are not
peculiarly related to Indian music. Similar questions have been raised about the art work of our best
contemporary composers, artists, writers, and architects by those who are unable to view the new art in its
social setting and to see it in its historic relationship with the past. Persons who would know more about the
first Americans, with whom our past three and a half centuries of history is so intimately connected, will find in
Indian musical traditions a full, expressive revelation of the inner life of these interesting people. For the Indian,
music is a medium of communication and contact with the supernatural, and since all the varied activities of
life find their respective places in the Indian s cosmos, there are songs for every occasion. The hard and fast
distinction between sacred and secular which we are accustomed to make loses its definiteness in the Indian s
world. There are songs for the making of rain, Guardian Spirit songs for success in hunting, fishing, and
gambling, songs for the protection of the home, the curing of the sick, lullabies, love songs, corn-grinding
songs, social dance songs, and songs connected with legends. From this brief, functional listing, it will be noted
that music was closely associated with the...
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