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FITZHENRY WHITESIDE, United States, 2012. Paperback. Book Condition: New. 188 x 140 mm. Language: English
. Brand New Book. Governor General s Literary Award 2013, finalistForest of Reading s Red Maple-Fiction 2014
nomineeOntario Library Association Best Bets List 2013 Honourable mention There are rules for what | ve done.
Specific punishments for crimes against friendship. Laren Olivier knows the rules, but her attraction to a friend
s ex-boyfriend is strong. She tells herself that if she and Scott can keep their new romance a secret, no one will
get hurt. But Laren is not the only one with something to hide. Thus begins a year-long journey through secrets,
lies, exposures and betrayals. Somehow, Laren must find a way to reconcile who she is with what she s done.
And when tragedy strikes, she finds herself struggling with a discovery so shocking it rocks the very foundation
of her world. A novel in free verse by award-winning author Valerie Sherrard.Reviews: Counting Back from Nine
is a powerful young adult novel. It s not just another story of a high school romance that fails; it s about the
tensions (and joys) of family relationships, the impact of losing a parent at a formative point in one s emotional
development, and the social fall-out resulting when a girl knowingly breaks the unspoken rules of high school
female friendships and finds herself un-friended. Anyone who has read Valerie Sherrard s other works knows
that she is expert at capturing the nuances of adolescent conversation. In Counting Back from Nine, the voices
of Laren and her mother are strong and distinct. The novel is written in free verse, and not only does the poetry
capture the rhythms of speech more effectively, but the visual impact of the free verse adds another powerful
dimension. And, somehow,,..
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